JOHN FLAXMAN
separation between artist and manufacturer brought about
by machinery, and so reintegrating art and industry. In
his work for a pioneer of large-scale production, Flaxman's
readiness to accept his employer's suggestions, and his
skill in adapting his designs to the technical processes of
the potter, are a lesson to artists ; just as Wedgwood's
high standard of taste and craftsmanship, and tireless
search for new ideas, are a lesson to manufacturers. His-
torically, Flaxman is of importance since he embodies
the ideals of neo-classicism more completely than any
other English artist. As expressed by him, these ideals
lost their austerity, and acquired an English character;
but their expression served as a passport to consideration
on the Continent, and gave him a reputation and influence
abroad rare among English artists.
Yet for all his virtues, Flaxman lacked the quality of
creative imagination which could have made the products
of his industry into new and living things. He was a
child and a reflection of his age. That age gave to his art
its meaning ; and with its passing, the main significance
of his art passed also.